
I hear the tread of pioneers

Of nations yet to be;

The first low wash of waves,

where soon

Shall roll a human sea.

These lines are from a poem by John Greenleaf Whittier. It was

published in 1857. Whittier imagined what Minnesota was like

before the first great wave of settlers arrived. His words help us

understand how immigrants have shaped our surroundings.

Here you'll read the stories of just some of the many people who

have called Dakota County "home" throughout its history.
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OUR NATIVE ORIGINS
Dakota County was named for the people who lived here before white settlers arrived.

The term "Dakota" (meaning "an alliance of friends") refers to the seven major bands of

Indians who lived between the Mississippi and

Missouri Rivers. The eastern most band,  called the

Mdewakantons, lived and hunted on the land where

we live today. French, British,  and finally American

explorers traveled into this region and began learning

about native customs andbeliefs.

The Dakota were also known as the Sioux

(meaning "like a snake"). This name was given

to them by their enemies - the Ojibway or

Chippewa Indians. When white men arrived in the mid-1600s, they adopted this term for the natives.

Contact with Indians near the Mississippi River revealed a great deal about their lifestyles. Historian

Theodore Blegen writes:

The Sioux were very sociable. They enjoyed

feasts and solemn councils, where they

smoked pipes made of the red pipestone and

where, seated on the ground in a circle, they

listened to eloquent speeches. They especially

liked to dance, and they had many different

kinds of dances…The summer houses of the

Sioux were bark lodges made by covering a

frame of peeled poles with bark. For winter

they used skin-covered tepees, conical in

shape. Probably life in most of the Sioux villages was hard, so that only the strongest children

survived. Boys had to learn how to hunt, to fight, to use their eyes and ears, to endure

hardship. Girls had to learn how to carry wood, tan skins, and do the many other tasks about

the home.

One such village was located in present day South St. Paul. Beginning in 1837, Chief Little Crow



and his followers occupied a piece of land on the western

bank of the Mississippi River. The village was called Kaposia

(from the Dakota word Kapoja meaning "light"). Some believe

the term refers to how quickly the villagers moved from one

place to another during the hunting season. Others suggest

it comes from their success at what the French called "la

crosse" - a native game similar to hockey but played on a

large open field. Kaposia's players were known to be fast.

Indians and whites shared some things in common, but

there were also many differences. One example has to do

with the use of land. The Dakota people found food by

hunting and gathering. They spent part of the year hunting buffalo and fishing. At other times, they

gathered seeds, berries, roots, and plants. The Mdewakanton traveled often to find food, thus

forming new villages or homes from time to time. White people who came in the early 1800s viewed

this as a poor use of land. They believed that farming was the noblest work a person could do.

Religious differences were also a problem. Blegen

explains:

The missionaries believed that the Indians

would soon have to give up their roving life

and settle down.If the Red Men were to accept

the white man's God, they must also learn the

white man's way of life, his civilization. But

that way of life was not easy to learn, for the

Indian was a fighter and hunter, and he looked

upon hoeing and plowing as woman's work. Sometimes he took up such work, especially

if he wanted to please the missionary, but he did not like it very much.

Selected Passages Quoted from Blegen, Building Minnesota (Boston: D.C. Heath and Company,

1938) pp. 18, 19, and 105.



Once Europeans began living in North America, it was only a matter

of time before they explored the continent’s vast resources. As settlement

expanded to the West, explorers set out to learn more about what and

who lay beyond the frontier. Most importantly, Europeans wanted to

find the fabled “Northwest Passage”  an all water route connecting the

Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. No such route exists, but the early explorers

learned much about the land where we live.

During his travels in 1680, Father Louis Hennepin, a Frenchman, became

the first white man to see the waterfalls where Minneapolis now stands.

He called them the Falls of St. Anthony in honor of his patron saint.

In 1766, A British explorer named Jonathon Carver journeyed up the Mississippi and Minnesota

Rivers. He lived with the Sioux, kept notes of his

observations, and created many maps. His published

experiences bacame very popular.

Americans did not begin to explore the region until after

the Louisiana Purchase. In 1805, Lieutenant Zebulon Pike

landed at the mouth of the Minnesota River. He was sent

by President Jefferson to do three things: 1) establish

friendly relations with the Indians; 2) make peace between

the Dakota and Ojibway people; and 3) select sites for

future American military posts.

The explorers paved the way for settlement. They

purchased land fromt he Indians, made maps to guide

future travelers, and wrote about Minnesota's vast

resources. Fur traders soon came to the area hoping to get rich. And they did. The first seetlement

inMinnesota was the village of Mendota (from the Dakota word mdo-te which means "meeting of

the water"). Located where the Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers meet, this site (which is in Dakota

Count) became a fur trading center and home to Minnesota's first governor, Henry Hasting Sibley.

Theodore Blegen explains how Indian-white relations became strained. He writes:

How the pioneers felt about the Indian lands is shown in the picture of the Great seal of Minnesota,

which was adopted in1849. It shows an Indian mounted on his pony, riding full speed toward the

setting sun. Behind him stands a white man at his plow. His ax is sunk into a tree stump near by,

EXPLORING THE FRONTIER



and his rifle is lying at the base of the stump. All this

meant that the Indian must go. That was the attitude

of the frontiersman all through American history. The

pioneers wanted cheap land. They wanted free

opportunity. In order to get these things, they must have

the Indian lands. Therefore they called on the

government to make land treaties with the Indians.

In 1849 Minnesota became a territory and Dakota

County became one of its original nine counties. Two

years later, the leaders of several dakota tribes signed

theTreaty of Traverse des Sioux and Treaty of Mendota.

They agreed to give up their territory in southern

Minnesota and live on a narrow strip of land along the Minnesota River. This cleared the way for

rapid settlement. News of the treaties spread all the way to Europe, and soon pioneers began their

long journey westward.

Selected Passages quoted from Blegen, Building Minnesota (Boston: D.C. Heath and Company,

1938), 136



Once Europeans began living in North America, it was

only a matter of time before they explored the continent’s

vast resources. As settlement expanded to the West,

explorers set out to learn more about what and who

lay beyond the frontier. Most importantly, Europeans

wanted to find the fabled “Northwest Passage” - an

all water route connecting the Atlantic and Pacific

Oceans. No such route exists, but the early explorers

learned much about the land where we live.

Historian Theodore Blegen described pioneer life this way:

The early pioneer had to depend much upon himself and often was a Jack-of-all-trades. He

built his own house and made much of the furniture for it with his own hands. He hunted and

fished and farmed to get food for his family. His wife made clothes, spun yarn, and wove

cloth. She also made candles and soap and

churned butter. Nowadays the baker not only

makes the bread but cuts it in slices before

you buy it, but the pioneer housewife had to

bake her own bread. Sometimes she even

made flour by grinding a little hand mill. Even

in the frontier towns, people often had to do

several different kinds of things in order to

make their living. There were almost no

specialists. The grocer sold glass, nails, and shovels, as well as groceries. The dentist not

only pulled teeth but repaired old guns and locks and also took pictures. The minister got

such a small salary that he sometimes had to be a farmer on week days. The lawyer might

also be a school-teacher. All these things meant that people relied upon themselves and had

to be practical.

The first newcomers to Minnesota (which means “the land of whitish water” to the Dakota Indians)

made do with what little they had. Survival depended upon it. But what the new territory lacked in

roads and bustling towns, it made up for in opportunity! For the fur trader and the farmer, the land

located just beyond the Mississippi River appeared to possess endless possibilities. Except for the

SPIRIT OF THE PIONEERS



natives for whom settlement spelled disaster,

Minnesota seemed destined to fulfill the

dreams of anyone willing to call it home.

But success did not come instantly or easily.

Theodore Blegen explains:

The pioneers were hard workers. Hours

were long, rewards uncertain. The farmer

worked from dawn to dusk plowing, seeding, and cultivating, never knowing when drouth might

burn up his crops or too much rain might rot them. His wife grew old and bent while she was still

young in years because of the hardships and inconveneiences she had to face. Pioneer children

often had to work like grownups. Everybody on the frontier had to face hazards and dangers -

sickness when doctors and hospitals were scarce and far away, prairie fires, winter blizzards, the

possibility of Indian attacks, lonesomeness. As you think of all these things, you begin to understand

that we have a heritage of courage and industry from our grandparents and great-grandparents.

Why did they do what they did? They looked to the future. They could stand hardships because

they believed that what they were doing would bring a better future for themselves and their children.

Selected Passages Quoted from Blegen, Building Minnesota (Boston: D.C. Heath and Company, 1938),

163 and 183.



WHO WERE THE IMMIGRANTS?

Before we discover “who” the immigrants were, we’ll need to

understand “what” an immigrant is. First, let’s define three words

that look alike and sound alike but mean three different things:

Migrate means to move from one place to another. A good way

to remember that is by the letter “m” (“m” is for “move” so a migrant

moves from one place to another). Sometimes migrants move

between two regions within a country. And sometimes migrants

move from one country to another, permanently or just temporarily.

Remember, “m” is for “move” so migrants move.

Immigrate means to voluntarily move into a new nation or country

and make it your new home. Try to focus on the “im” in immigrant

to remember what the word means (“im” looks like “in” so an

immigrant moves into a different country intending to make it his or her new home). Immigrants travel

by water, by road, and by airplanes. They began coming to America almost 400 years ago, and they

are still coming today. Remember, “im” looks like “in” so immigrants move into a country.

Emigrate means to voluntarily move out of or to permanently exit the country where you were born.

The best way to remember this word is by thinking about the letter “e” (“e” is for “exit” so an emigrant

exits or leaves his or her home intending to find a new country in which to live). Emigrants leave their

country of origin for lots of different reasons, but it is never an easy choice. Remember, “e” is for “exit”

so emigrants exit their homeland to live somewhere else.

As you have already learned, immigrants are still moving into the United States today. We could very

well spend our time answering the question: Who are the immigrants? However, it is a good idea to

find out more about immigration in the past before we turn our attention to today. For now, let’s focus

on the 100-year period stretching from the 1820s to the 1920s. Learning about the immigrants who

came to America during this time period will help us understand our nation’s history. Then we can

discover the people who built our state and our county.

Let’s move on to more questions about immigrants…



WHERE DID THEY COME FROM?

People have come to America from just about every part of the world. But before 1900, the vast

majority of people who emigrated to America came from Europe. If you haven't already tried, see if

you can find these countries on the map displayed above.

The United States has often been called a giant “melting pot.” That means all different kinds of people

(with different cultures, religions, languages, customs, etc.) have come to live here, thus creating a

distinct American way of life.

Others suggest that our nation is more like a gigantic “mixing bowl” or a “big salad.” In other words,

immigrants still retain many of their ethnic and cultural traditions long after they become American

citizens. This creates a wonderful patchwork of diversity, which continues to change as new immigrants

arrive to make a new start in America.

___ Germany
___ Finland
___ Italy
___ England
___ Ireland

___ Spain
___ Denmark
___ Spain
___ Norway
___ Sweden

See if you can match
the numbers on the map

with the countries listed above!



HOW DID THEY GET HERE?
Although immigrants from Europe

came to America at different times,

from different places, and for

different reasons, they shared one

common and often terrifying

experience: crossing the Atlantic

Ocean.

Until the 1850s most Europeans

who crossed the Atlantic did so on

sailing ships, the typical journey

lasting between six and eight weeks! The development of the steamship shortened the trip, but

conditions remained poor for the masses who could not afford first class tickets. In his book entitled

Coming to America, Albert Robbins includes this 1853 account written by a Norwegian immigrant:

The crossing was terrible, three days after we left land,

we had a frightful storm, and during the night we lost the

mainmast and the foremast, so that later we had to get

along by means of jury-rigged masts and sails. Many of

the berths on the lower deck collapsed, and water poured

down through the hatchways so that coffers, trunks, sacks,

and all kinds of loose objects floated around in the

water…That many provisions were spoilt and clothes and

the like damaged by the water is easy to understand. This

storm lasted two days and two nights, and during this time we had to go both hungry and thirsty,

since we could not manage to prepare anything…and could not get any fresh water either.



WHY DID THEY LEAVE HOME?
There are many reasons why someone would decide to leave their homeland to live somewhere else.

To understand why people migrate, we can divide the reasons into 3 basic categories: push factors,

pull factors, and means.

Push refers to undesirable conditions within the country of origin that make people want to emigrate

or move away. Pull refers to attractive conditions in another country that pull or draw immigrants to it.

Means has to do with the ability to migrate. As transportation becomes safer and less expensive, more

people tend to move from one country to another in the hopes of securing a better future for themselves

or for their family. All of these things combined to make America a popular destination for European

emigrants.

PUSH FACTORS:
LACK OF PERSONAL FREEDOMS:  Early immigration in America resulted from a desire to escape

different forms of inequality and intolerance. English settlers in the New World abandoned their native

country in search of religious freedom and economic opportunities no longer available in Britain.

INCREASE IN POPULATION:  From 1750 to 1850 Sweden's population doubled. It increased another

50% by 1900, reaching 5.1 million. With more people to feed and less farmland available, famine resulted.

Nearly 100,000 Swedes emigrated to the US between 1868 and 1873.

INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION:  Rapid technological advances in countries like Germany led to fewer jobs

for skilled workers and craftsman. At the same time changes in agricultural practices meant lower profits

for family farms. Millions of Germans looked to America as their only hope for a future.

WAR, FAMINE, & POVERTY:  Population increases and rising land costs in the 1800s forced Irish farmers

to become dependant on the potato. In 1845 a fungus spread that destroyed potatoes and over a million

Irish died from famine and disease. An equal number fled to America.



PULL FACTORS:
CHEAP LAND:  Congress passed the Homestead Act in 1862. It allowed immirants to obtain up to

160 acres of land from the US Government, as long as they lived on and farmed it for five years. The

cheap (sometimes free) land drew many Europeans seeking a new start in America.

SENSE OF EQUALITY:  As one immigrant put it: "I have been on American soil for two and half years

and I have not been compelled to pay a penny for the priveledge of living. Neither is my cap worn

out from raising it in the presence of gentlemen. There is no class distinction here between high and

low, rich and poor, no make-believe, no 'title sickness,' or artificial ceremonies, but everything is quiet

and peaceful and everyone lives in peace an prosperity."

RELATIVES IN AMERICA:  In 1846 a Swedish immigrant reported to his relatives back in the Old

Country: "The ease of making a living here and the increasing prosperity of the farmers. . .exceeds

anything we anticipated. One of our neighbors has one hundred head of hogs. Thier food consists

largely of acorns, a product that is so abundant that as late as February the ground is covered in

places. Corn fields are more like woods than grain fields."

ADVERTISING:  In 1879 the State Board of Immigration published "Minnesota: Her Agricultural

Resources, Commercial Advantages, and Manufacturing Capabilities." In the section titled "Healthfulness"

Minnesota's mortality (death) rate is compared with several European countries:

Minnesota: 1 in 24                 Sweden: 1 in 50                 Norway: 1 in 56

Denmark: 1 in 46                   Great Britain: 1 in 46         France: 1 in 41

                                                Germany: 1 in 37

Many land developers and speculators also advertised their real estate in European papers. Though

they were often not exactly truthful in thier descriptions and claims, immigrants drawn to America by

them often didn't learn they'd been had until they arrived here and were already committed to

homesteading.



WHERE DID THEY GO?

Many of the folks who first migrated to Minnesota were born in the

United States. By the 1860s America’s immigrants were joining the

growing movement westward. The railroads provided passage to new

states and territories where opportunities were abundant.

Minnesota’s population increased rapidly as thousands arrived to

make it their new home. We can see how much growth occurred by

looking at census data (information taken every ten years to determine

how many people live in the United States).

Population of Minnesota

In 1860 there were 172,000 in the entire State of Minnesota! By the

end of 1890, though, the population had increased to 1,300,000.

That's ONE MILLION three hundred thousand only 30 years later.

During that same time period the population of Dakota County

increased from 8,556 in 1860 to 20,240 in 1890.



WHAT DID THEY DO HERE?
Dakota County soon became a popular dest inat ion for al l  k inds of people (native-

born and foreigners). Most of the immigrants who came to America eventually became

U.S. ci t izens. After going through an off ic ial  process cal led natural izat ion, they

obtained the rights and responsibi l i t ies reserved for people who achieve cit izenship.

Cl ick on a ci ty to the left  to f ind out more about the people who sett led in Dakota

County

FARMINGTON:  L.P. Dodge, M.D., was born May 25th, 1839, at Sunapee, Sul l ivan

county, New Hampshire. He was left without a mother ’s. tender

care and inf luence when only six weeks old, and since the

age of eight years has cared for himself .  In 1860, he began

the study of medicine with S. M. Whipple, of New London,

New Hampshire, and in October, 1861, enl isted in the Sixth

New Hampshire. He received an appointment in the medical

department, which he held unti l  mustered out in February,

1863. The same year, he entered the medical department of

Dartmouth college, graduating and receiving a diploma in the

school of al lopathy in November of that year. He then began

practicing in Sutton, New Hampshire; came to Farmington in

1865, and was the f i rst pract i t ioner in that part of the county. Married in October,

1865, to Miss Henrietta Shackelford, of Virginia. They have two sons: Warren M. and

Albert A.

Quoted from Rev. Edward D. Nei l l ’s 1881 edit ion of “History of Dakota County and

the City of Hastings” (p.365)

MENDOTA:  Although the greatest number of Minnesota pioneer immigrants came from across the

Atlantic, the earliest ones were from Canada, our neighbor to the north. Important among them was

Jean Baptiste Faribault whose father had migrated to Canada from France in the 1700s as a secretary

to a French general. Jean Baptiste was born near Quebec in 1774. After a career as fur trader along

the Great Lakes and on the upper Mississippi, he set up his own trading post at Prairie du Chien in

what is now Wisconsin.



When Lieutenant Colonel Henry Leavenworth traveled up the Mississippi

with troops to establish Fort Snelling in 1819, he met Faribault, recognized

how valuable this man could be to him in dealing with the Indians, and

asked him to move his trading post north to where the fort would be built.

Faribault accepted the invitation, and became the first permanent white

settler in Minnesota country. At first he settle with his family on Pike Island,

near the fort. Later he built a stone residence in Mendota, which still stands

there.

Quoted from the 1975 edition of the Minnesota Historical Society’s “Gopher

Reader” (p. 108)

LAKEVILLE:  Monroe Harris, a pioneer son of

Christopher and Sinthy Harris, was born in a log hut

in the woods and was one of eight children. This was

in Ohio, November 15, 1845.

He moved to Illinois with his parents at the age of five

years, making the trip in a covered wagon, traveling

500 miles. They settled on an Illinois farm, coming to

Minnesota in 1856.

His father took a government claim where the town

of Rosemount now stands. He lived there for a few years, and then went to Hastings where the father

worked in the mill. Then they went back to Illinois in the same wagon and there worked on a farm for

$26.00 a month until the Civil War broke out.

He (Monroe) enlisted at the age of 17 for $13.00 a month until the close of the war. In March 1866, they

came back to Minnesota with a horse and buggy, sold the horse and buggy at Pine Bend, and then

walked through the snow to the farm where the Geronimes now live. His sister, Mrs. Sam Forgerson,

lived there.

He and Sam helped a man thresh the next day. The man was named Poller and lived near Crystal

Lake; wage was $1.00 a day. They hauled the grain in with a sled and oxen and then hired out to the

late William Watson, on a farm now owned by F. Cook for $300 a year, working there four years.

They then bought the farm where Jim and Dale now live from Mr. Watson at $20 per acre. They built

a small house, from lumber at $10 per thousand (board feet), hauled from Hastings with a team. They

had no hammer, just a handle with a big nut he picked up on the railroad track.



He ‘batched’ four years, and them was united in

marriage with Brenda H. Watson, July 8, 1871, in

the Methodist church at Farmington. He drove to

town with a team and lumber wagon. The couple

had ten children. Mr. Harris passed away at his

home July 23, 1923 at the age of 77 and eight

months.

Quoted from The Dakota County Tribune (May 28,

1959)

ROSEMOUNT:  Hugh Derham, who was said to be the wealthiest man in Dakota County…was born

in Ireland in 1829 and left his native land for America

in 1853. In 1855 he took on a homestead in the town

of Rosemount which he made his home until the time

of his death. He was hard working and economical

and had accumulated a large amount of property.

His pioneer days were spent in toil and sacrifice,

which in time bore fruit, as he leaves a large estate

to relatives besides have given to Catholic churches, schools and charitable institutions upwards of

$150,000. The exact amount is not known, not even by his family, as he made these donations quietly

and without any pomp or newspaper notoriety. He endowed Derham Hall of St. Catherine’s College

in St. Paul by giving the first $15,000 toward its construction. He also gave freely to orphan asylums

and no deserving person was ever turned from his door unheard.

Twenty years ago he had the largest and best equipped farm in the state, having 700 acres under

cultivation. He was a successful farmer and sheep raiser, stock and dairyman and always advised

the young man to till the soil. He had progressive ideas and was a student along that line until the

time of his death. He always had the latest devices on his farm and it is said he owned the first reaper,

sulky plow and cream separator used in Dakota County.

He was not a politician or an office seeker but was elected county commissioner a number of terms

and at one time held a seat in the legislature and used much influence in getting helpful laws passed

and it is said the law giving $200 for the capture of horse thieves was introduced by Mr. Derham…



Quoted from The Dakota County Tribune (December 20, 1912)

HASTINGS:  William and Mahala Felton and their eldest son Elias arrived in Olive Grove (as Hastings

was then known) from Pittsburgh in 1852, making Mrs. Felton the first white

woman to settle here. They moved into “The Old Buckhorn” – a trading

post Henry Bailly erected two years earlier. (The name apparently comes

from the antlers of a stag nailed over the door). The Feltons began transforming

the 12 x 16 foot “log hut” into a hotel and tavern to accommodate the growing

number of settlers who made their way up the Mississippi. Timing is everything.

When the Treaty of Mendota was signed in 1851, “squatters” quickly gobbled

up lands belonging to the Mdewakanton Sioux. Hastings became a popular

destination for enterprising easterners and a convenient jumping-off point

for settlers whose sights were set farther westward.

The Feltons ran The Buckhorn Hotel until 1856 when town proprietors put up a larger hotel and a

legitimate drinking establishment, evidently to keep pace with demand.

The Buckhorn served various functions in the interim – tavern, schoolhouse,

court of justice, town hall, and church (for both Catholic and Protestant

services) – and legend has it as many as forty-three people managed

to make it through one illustrious night in what must have been very

cramped quarters. Mahala gained quite a reputation as a hostess for

townsfolk and travelers alike. According to one account, “She made

butter from the cows, cooked for the men, and later on for all new comers,

to whom her hospitality was thankfully acknowledged and long

remembered.” William built the first wharf in Hastings and went on to serve as Dakota County coroner

for over twenty years. Descendents of William and Mahala Felton still live in Hastings today.  Quoted

portion from Rev. Edward D. Neill’s 1881 edition of “History of Dakota County and the City of Hastings”

(p.265)

SOUTH SAINT PAUL:  James and Margaret Jane Muckle were married in County Down Ireland in

1858 and had eight children, all of whom eventually emigrated to the United States. One of their

daughters, Jane, married Robert Robinson in Dundas, Minnesota in 1881 and the two moved to South

St. Paul. That’s where Jane began a most unusual career. “Starting in 1885, she became responsible



for lighting the river channel lights along the Mississippi River between

Dayton’s Bluff and the stockyards. In 1921, when she retired after 36

consecutive years of serving as lamplighter, Mrs. Robinson estimated that

she had rowed over 50,000 miles in her rowboat along the banks of the

river. In rain or snow, there was never an evening when the lights were

not lit at a certain hour and kept burning during the night. The care of the

four twinkling lights was turned over to Mrs. Robinson’s son when she

retired from the lighthouse service, and his daughter, Mildred Robinson

Kemper, recalls that she was allowed to help light the lamps herself as a

child.  Quoted portion from “South St. Paul Centennial: 1887-1987” (p. 39)

HAMPTON:  N.F.W. Kranz, the subject of this sketch, was born in

Nusbaum (Province of Trees) Prussia, March 3rd, 1841. He came to

America with his parents in 1851, living at Hastings-upon-Hudson, until

1856. His father, Nicholas Kranz, having come to Hampton, in this county,

as one of the first settlers, his son followed him in August, 1856. Mr.

Kranz lived in Hampton for eleven years, holding the office of town clerk

for the eight years after he was of age. He was early identified with the

educational interests of the country, teaching the first school in the town

of Hampton in the winter of 1856. He continued to teach for the next

ten years in districts No. 60 and 62. In those primitive days the school-

house was built of logs, and contained no chairs, bench or other educational

appliance. The pupils sat upon the ground, and the master was obliged to choose between that

position and standing. Mr. Kranz led the life of a farmer in Hampton, living on a claim of one hundred

and sixty acres, made early by his father, and added to afterwards, by purchase. In 1864 he was

married to Miss Anna M. Bohr. Receiving the election as register of deeds for Dakota County, he

removed to Hastings in December of 1867, where he has since resided, retaining the same office.

He was instrumental in building the German Catholic church, and the German parish school of

Hastings, as well as, with his father, in building the first Catholic church in the county, at New Trier.

Mr. Kranz has brothers, John, Charles, Matthew and P.F. Kranz. It is from this family that Kranzburg,

Dakota Territory, derives its name.

Quoted from Rev. Edward D. Neill’s 1881 edition of “History of Dakota County and the City of

Hastings” (p.313



"For Europeans, as one historian has noted,

'America was rich, America was good,

America was hope, America was the future.'"

Immigration is as central to our nation's history - and the history of Dakota County - as any theme

or topic could claim to be. It shapes our political, economic, and cultural disposition while redefining

from generation to generation what it means to be "American."

Now ask yourself what being an "American" means to you!

REVIEW QUESTIONS:

1.  Why was Little Crow’s village called Kaposia?

2.  How did the Native American view of land differ from the white man’s?

3.  What were the first explorers in Minnesota hoping to find?

     a.  Did they find it?

     b.  Why or why not?

4.  What does the Great Seal of Minnesota represent?

5.  What is a “Jack-of-all-trades”?

     a.  Give some examples.

6.  What types of hazards or dangers did the pioneers face on the frontier?

SOME THINGS TO THINK ABOUT


