
Directions 
 
z Divide up into groups of 2 or 3.  Each group should start its tour at a different site. 
 
z As you go to all 10 sites (indicated on the above map by the red dots), try to use 3 different modes  
 of transporation at least once - road, river and railroad. 
 
z Answer the questions at each site. (Hint: You may have to “look up” the answers somewhere else) 
 

HAVE A GOOD TRIP 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 PLACE          QUESTION    ANSWER  
 
 

Dakota County Historical Society  * Be sure to pay close attention to the information 
• Museum & Research Library     available here.  It will come in handy! 
 
 
 

Kaposia Indian Village  What does the Dakota word  
“Kaposia” mean? 
 
 
 

Stockyard Exchange Building When was the Stockyard Exchange 
     placed on the National Register? 
 
 
 

Henry H. Sibley House  What occupation or business first 
     brought Sibley to Minnesota? 
 
 
 
 

Fort Snelling    What does the Dakota word  
“Mendota” mean? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spiral Bridge    How did Hastings get its name? 

LeDuc House    What is an agronomist? 

Miesville Ball Park   When did baseball first start 
     in Miesville? 

Byllesby Dam    How did Lake Byllesby get 
     its name? 

Gopher Ordnance Plant  What was the G.O.P. designed to 
      produce during World War II? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Star Search 

 

Fill in the blank to complete each sentence about Dakota County. 

A      on a   grain binder   in   Hampton Township  represents the importance of                              . 
 
 
A      on a                               in        New Trier      represents the influence of           religion        . 
 
 
A     on a     barge     on the                               River represents an early form of   transportation .   
 
 
A     on the   museum & library   in                                      represents the importance of   history . 
 
 
A     on a                            near      Rosemount       represents the influence of         railroads        . 
 
 
A     on a                                in    Waterford Township     represents the importance   education   . 
 
 
A      on  Black Dog Village  in                             represents the contribution of  Native Americans. 
 
 
 

Which part of the county do you think is most populated (has the most people) today? 
 

Your Answer: ___________________ 
(Turn to the next page to find out if you’re right.) 



      WHERE in the COUNTY do we put all those PEOPLE ???  
 

                                     
                 
     People live in almost every part of Dakota County.  But the population is not evenly distributed.  
Some parts are densely populated (many people living in one concentrated area) while other parts of 
the county are sparsely populated (a few people spread out over a large geographic area).  Do you 
know which parts of Dakota County are dense and which are sparse?  This might help…. 

 

Cities with large populations: 
 

Eagan – 63,557 
Burnsville – 60,220 

Apple Valley – 45,527 
Lakeville – 43,128 

Inver Grove Heights – 29,751 

 
See if you can find all of these cities on your m

 
 

Here’s another way of looking at population density using
 

  
 
   
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For every 1 person standing in Randolph 
Township, you’d need 23 people standing in 
West St. Paul. 
 
For every 1 person standing in Hampton 
Township, you’d need 30 people standing in 
Lakeville Township. 
 
For every 1 person standing in the city of  
New Trier, you’d need 548 people standing in 
Eagan!!!! 
 
On the map to the right, place a “D” in the 
areas where you think the population is 
dense and place an “S” in the areas where 
you think it is scarce. 
 
* All population statistics based on 2000 Census. 
Cities with small populations: 
 

Randolph – 536 
Hampton – 434 

Coates – 163 
Miesville – 135 
New Trier – 116 
ap on the first page. 

 the giant map under your feet: 

 



                                                                                                                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
    

    
    
     

 

           Artifact #1 

Description:   
    
    
    
 
 
 
What do you think it is? 

 
 

           Artifact #3 
 Name That ArtiFACT

 
Directions:  Provide the following information for four individual

artifacts before you find out what they are and how they work.   
1) Describe how the object looks (size, shape, color, weight, etc.). 
2) Choose which of the four options you think it is.   
 

 
 
 
  

Description:  
    
     
     
      
 
 
What do you think it is? 

Artifact #4 
 
Description:   
    
    
    
    
  
 

 

           Artifact #2 
Description:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you think it is?
 What do you think it is? 



                                                                                                                                                   
 
                  Old Town 
    

         
 
 
 

 

                     nn    Hunt    nn  

H I S T O R Y 

 
Directions:  As you wander around Old Town, see if you can locate the artifacts described below.  
Place a check (✔ ) in front of each object when you find it.  Good luck!  
 

Dentists often had to use a mouth stretcher when working on someone’s teeth.  This metallic 
instrument is shaped kind of like a large pair of glasses or goggles but without the part that goes 
over your ears.  A small device on the side could be squeezed to make a person open wider.  Mouth  
stretchers came in different sizes, just like dental patients!    
 
Before electricity was available, people used kerosene lamps to light their homes and businesses. 
Kerosene is an oily fluid that caused a wick, once lit by a match, to burn for a long time.  The  fluid 
was stored in a small metal or glass container at the lamp’s base.  The flame rose upward into a 
glass tube and gave off enough light for a small room.  Can you find all 3 lamps in Old Town? 
      
Every blacksmith shop has at least one bellows, but ours has two - a really big one & a small one. 
Each is shaped sort of like two big ping-pong paddles tied together with a tube sticking out the end. 
When the handles are pulled apart, the bellows fills up with air.  When the handles are pushed 
together, air goes into the fire making it hot enough to bend iron!  Did you find the big one yet?  
 
Shoemakers were not the only people who owned shoe stretchers.  100 years ago almost all shoes 
were made of leather.  That means they shrunk from time to time, especially when they got wet.  
Stores sold an interesting looking device that helped make shoes last longer.  The wooden part, 
shaped like a small foot, got larger when a long metal rod sticking out the back was turned. 
 
Before vacuum cleaners were invented, people used rug beaters to get the dust and dirt off of their 
rugs.  This simple contraption was made of either wood or metal or both.  A typical rug beater has 
a narrow handle about three feet long.  Attached to the handle is a wider “head” used to beat a rug 
repeatedly (preferably outside) until it was clean.  It looks kind of like a giant flyswatter.        
 
Shaving one’s face can be dangerous.  That’s because razors are really sharp!  Do you know how 
men used to get their shaving razors so sharp?  They used a razor strop.  This is a brown or black 
piece of leather about two feet long and two inches wide.  It looks like a thick belt but without the 
holes. Barbershops always had one close by in case a gentleman wanted a shave with his haircut. 
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